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Contemporary Issues in American Politics
IMMIGRATION FEDERALISM
In the previous years, there for the last about 150 years, the government of the united states has distinguished the immigration policy (Wong, 2019). A limited room has been granted to regulate immigrants residing in the states. Some regulations that get put in place are like issuing business licenses and provision of services example, health services. Between the years 2004 and 2012, there were legislation restrictions that made it difficult for immigrants to work where they resided. Landlords and employers who rented unauthorized immigrants got penalized. By Arizona passing its comprehensive anti-immigrant bill in 2010, S.B 1070, the laws reached a fever pitch. 
Copycat requirements also are given the following year, S.B 1070 by states like Georgia and Alabama. It got argued that immigrants’ movements into new areas like North Carolina, Kansas, Georgia, and others led to fear of economic and other threats like cultural threats. It also led to overcrowding and concerns over crime. It led to pressure on states to respond to the influx of those immigrants. There is, however, insufficiency of a full explanation as to why the harsh laws Ans the restrictions were passed. As a result, cities and states filled with republicans became more receptive to those restrictive laws. Another issue that raised was entrepreneurs taking advantage of the circumstances. Entrepreneurs at the same time blocked the reforms on immigration at the national level (Wong, 2019).
Has been changes whereby states have enforced more welcoming laws on immigrants. At the same time, mitigating some harsh consequences previously used for immigration enforcement (Wellington, 2015). The new regulations have made it possible for immigrants to acquire services like been provide with drivers licenses to limiting of the cooperation with federal immigration authorities. Two main factors made it possible to shift from the harsh laws to pro-integration laws as follows:
a) The Supreme Court was able to strike down most of Arizona’s S.B 1070 in 2012. It paved the way for the federal courts to place some limitations on federal immigration laws.
b) The presidential elections in 2012 were a central provision to the turning point away from attrition. President Obama was in a position to win the elections.
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